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[57] ABSTRACT 

A digital control system with a predetermined configuration 
automatically senses the connection to a network of a digital 
device that is not included in the predetermined configura- 
tion. The digital device is assigned temporary address infor- 
mation and placed in a temporary state, called a standby 
slate, in whidi the digital device supplies information to the 
digital control system allowing a user to access the digital 
device indudiog access of device information and configu- 
ration parameters. Using the device ini'onnation and con- 
figuration parameters, a user selectively commis-sions the 
digital device by assigning a physical device tag, a device 
addre.s.s, and a device identification, and installing a control 
strategy to the digital device, thereby placing the digital 
device in an operational state in communication with the 
digital control system. In the standby state, a user interro- 
gates to determine the type of device that is attached, 
determines the role of the device in the context of the digital 
control system, assigns a physical device tag that assigns the 
determined role to the device, and verifies connection of the 
device to the network. Also in the standby state, the user 
initiates other apphcations applied to the device, including 
calibration of the device and configuring the device within 
the overall control scheme of the digital control system. 
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